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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
(Docket No. 15554US01) 



In the Application of: 

Mike Nipke 

Serial No.: 10/781,233 

Filed: February 18, 2004 

For: UMBRELLA UNDERCANOPY 
FASTENING SYSTEM 



Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 
Group Art Unit: Not Yet Assigned 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop DD 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97-1.98 and in compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth 
in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully requested that the following references be considered in the 
examination of the above-identified patent application: 



U.S. Pat. No. 


Date 


Name 


2,087,537 


07/20/1937 


Finkel 


4,174,532 


11/13/1979 


Kelley 


5,053,931 


10/01/1991 


Rushing 


5,331,524 


07/19/1994 


Tseng 


5,463,535 


10/31/1995 


Vest 


5,769,000 


06/23/1998 


Dunfey 


6,017,188 


01/25/2000 


Benton 


6,323,431 


11/27/2001 


Lin 



Docket No. 15554US01 



6,612,713 



09/02/2003 



Kuelbs 



6,659,616 



12/09/2003 



Bilotti 



6,668,845 



12/30/2003 



Lin et al. 



The above-identified references are listed on the attached PTO Form 1449. This 
submission is in no way intended as an admission that the above-cited reference constitutes prior 
art. Applicant expressly retains the right to take any actions necessary to remove the above-cited 
references from the available prior art. Consideration of the above-identified references in the 
examination of the present patent application is respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees that may be required 
or credit any overpayment to Account No. 13-0017. 



April 14. 2004 
Date 

McAndrews, Held & Malloy, Ltd. 
500 West Madison Street, 34th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60661 

Telephone: (312) 775-8000 
Facsimile: (312)775-8100 



Respectfully submitted, 




Joseph M. Barich 
Registration No. 42,291 
Attorney for Applicant 
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